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Stakeholder Consultation Report for SDG 6.5.1

Executive Summary
At the start of the online Consultation meeting facilitator introduced the aims and the agenda for the meeting
to the participants as well the technical procedures for organization of the meeting.

Mr.Ylber Mirta — focal point for SDG started the Meeting explaining that in order to ensure quality of the
discussion and comments, the Survey will be shared on screen with the participants by the facilitator and the
discussion will be organized section by section.

Participants were focused on the institutional arrangements and the legislation improvement mainly,
identifying the new stablished laws and national and international agreements that a also basis for further
participation as well for further development of the management instrument and possible increasing of the
budget for water related issues.

It was evident that still there are lack of human and financial recourses for significant improvement although
planning and transposing of the EU into the national legislation are positive signs.

1. Conclusions from facilitated discussions on Section 1: ’Enabling Environment’

Discussions for the section 1. Enabling Environment went in the direction that participants agreed that
country has some progress in the status of National legislation, water recourses polices and water recourses
law and that needs to be reported in the updated survey.

Representative of the HydroMet asked that the role of HydroMet in the institutional set up need to be also
referred in the questionnaire.

Participants justified that report should contain several improvements especially in legislation as: National
Water Study, Law on Hydro-meteorological Matters, Law on determining the of water services price and Law
on Food Safety. They also justified that Draft Vardar River Management Plan, Prespa Lake Management Plan
and the Draft Ohrid Lake Management Plan should be evidenced in the IWRM section.

As for the Arrangements for transboundary water management participants mentioned the development in
producing of the several agreements and actions as the Strategic Action Plan for implementation of The Drin
basin MoU, MoU GIZ project, MoU for Environment and Water cooperation between North Macedonia and
Bulgaria was signed in 2019, Bilateral Committee for Management of the Lake Ohrid between North
Macedonia and Albania re-established in January 17th 2020, Initiative for revitalization of the Committee for
Management of the Lake Prespa Park between North Macedonia, Greece and Albania started in June 2020

2. Conclusions from facilitated discussions on Section 2: ’Institutions and Participation’

In the section 2: Institutions and participation, it was noted that coordination bodies (National water council
and river basin councils) are still not in function so the progress in this field is minimal. The only progress was
registered on transboundary lever referring mainly on the Drin process and within some project from SDC.



The same stays for the gender objectives where Gender mainstream strategy for Drin Basin was mention as
a good example.

Regarding the institutions, participants noted developed capacities with National Hydrometeorological
Service as a part of Ministry of Agriculture and responsible for monitoring the quantity and quality of surface
water and groundwater, Joint Stock Company “Water Economy” and The Energy Regulatory Commission.

Public and business participation are ensured in the River Basin Management Councils, National Council for
Sustainable Development

Concerning gender issues, Ministry of Labor and Social Policy and Ministry for Administration organize
trainings on gender issues. Good knowledge can be taken from the experience of the Gender strategy
prepared in frame of The GEF Drin project

3. Conclusions from facilitated discussions on Section 3: ’‘Management Instruments’
In the section 3, the progress was noted in the field of Transboundary data sharing and the management
instruments for preventing the disasters.

Regarding National monitoring, discussion went in to direction that according the Law on Hydro-
Meteorological Services, Hydro Med regulates the meteorological and hydrological matters and is
responsible for maintenance and development of the meteorological and hydrological monitoring and
observation networks and measurements, monitoring and research of water resources (surface water and
groundwater — first aquifer); and the application of meteorology and hydrology.

Concerning wastewater collection levels of coverage (~¥85%) which is found to be good. It was presented that
there are currently 19 operational wastewater treatment plants in the Republic of North Macedonia with the
total capacity of 292.250 p.e. Construction of five wastewater treatment plants in municipalities: Gevgelija,
Kichevo, Prilep, Radovis and Strumica serves 235,491 p.e. With the completion of these five new wastewater
treatment plants, the total treatment capacity will reach approximately 525.000 e.i. respectively 24.5% of
the needed capacity. In the future, it is planned to construct treatment plants in Bitola and Tetovo, which
will increase the country’s treatment capacity by additional 210,000 e.i., and the total capacity will amount
to 735,000 e.i., about 34.3% of the total needed capacity.

Management of the water related ecosystem was improved by preparation of the Draft Ohrid lake
Management Plan as Natural and Cultural Heritage, National Strategy for Nature protection and
Management Plan for Ezerani ecosystem.

For reducing the impact of water related disasters it was discuss that Flood Risk Management Plans are
already prepared for Strumica river basin, Bregalnica river sub-basin, Polog region and for the Drin river Basin

in preparation.

Sharing the information is still the weak point as it was discussed but development of the Drin Basin
Information Management System should improve it especially at transboundary level.

4. Conclusions from facilitated discussions on Section 4: ’Financing’



Regarding section 4: Financing, it was mention that financing of the water related activities are still mainly
project based with small interventions in the water laws related to charges for water use. With
implementation of the Law on determining the of water services price from 2016, national budget for
investment including water resources infrastructure is improved.

5. Next steps
Participants agreed that there is a moderate improvement and agreed on rating it as follows:

Section 1 Enabling Environment 35
Section 2 Institutions and Participation 26
Section 3 Management Instruments 43
Section 4 Financing 28
Indicator 6.5.1 score 33

They also agreed that this kind of meetings should happen more often with possible inclusion of other
relevant stakeholders.

Participants thanks the GWP Med for facilitating the process expecting future cooperation in this field.

ANNEXES

Annex 1: List of Participants
Annex 2: Agenda

Annex 3: Facilitator’s Comments
Annex 4: Photos
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Annex 1: List of participants

Name
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Position

Mr.Ylber Mirta

Ministry of Environment

Head of Water Sector

Ms.Ljupka D.Zajkov

Ministry of Environment

Deputy Head Water S

Ms.Jasmina Petkoska

Ministry of Environment

Int. Cooperation

Ms.Ana Jovanoska

Deputy Prime Minister Office

Head of Cabinet

Mr.Daniel Josifoski

Deputy Prime Minister Office

Advisor

Mr.Filip Kondovski

Ministry of Labor and social

Advisor

Ms.Marija Spasovska

Ministry of Lavor and social

Gender advisor UNDP

Mr.Nikola Zdraveski

UNDP Country Office Skopje

Coordinator

Mr.Mihail Kocuboski

Public Health Institute Skopje

Director

Ms.Radmila Bojkovska

Hydro Med Institute

Head of Sector

Ms.Stanislava Dodeska

Swiss Development Coop, (SDC)

Coordinator

Mr.Dejan Panovski

GWP Mediterranean

Programme Officer

Annex 2: Agenda
Country Survey Instrument for SDG Indicator 6.5.1
North Macedonia
Degree of integrated water resources management implementation
On-line consultation
24.07.2020 (10:00-13:00)

Workshop Agenda

10:00-10:15 Welcome and Introduction
Welcome and Introduction to the meeting
Brief presentation of the participating stakeholders

10:15-10:30 SDG 6.5.1 - Background and overview
Background to SDG 6.5.1 and the survey, baseline and an overview of the survey

10:30-11:30 Facilitated discussions
Sections 1 and 2: ’Enabling Environment’ and ’Institutions and Participation’
Introduction and support to understand the sections and questions
Discussions
Reporting back and discussion

11:30-12:30 Facilitated discussions
Sections 3 and 4: 'Management Instruments’ and 'Financing’
Introduction and support to understand the sections and questions
Discussions
Reporting back and discussion

12:30-13:00 Wrap up and closing of the meeting
Follow up from the previous discussions
Agree on next steps for follow up of and accelerating progress on SDG 6.5.1
Wrap up and closing of the workshop



Annex 3: Facilitator’s Comments
Having in mind the pandemic situation and the heat of the summer period, online consultation can be

classified as good, although there were not so many comments and elaboration from the participants but
generally agreeing on the percent’s of the achievements in the different sections. | find it beneficiary that
high representatives of the government institutions as well from the main international organization
participated on the meeting. Taking in consideration the appreciation of the national representatives for the
facilitation by the GWP Med, | believe that continuation of such a support would be crucial for further
development and reporting.

Annex 4: Photos
This is the photo taken by the facilitator during the discussions on the online workshop.
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