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Stakeholder Consultation Report for SDG 6.5.1

Executive Summary

The main organizer of the workshop for local stakeholders was GWP Slovenia. The design of the
workshop and the program were prepared in cooperation with the Slovenian Focal Point (Ministry of
Environment and Spatial Planning). The workshop was organised on-line on 9" October 2020. 46
participants from 30 institutions took part in the consultation process.

The workshop was opened by the Chair of GWP Slovenia, who continued with the presentation of the
GWP network and its strategy and concept of integrated water resources management. The second
presentation was about the Agenda 2030 SDG indicator 6.5.1, which was presented by the Focal Point in
Slovenia (Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning). In the second part of the workshop,
participants were divided into four groups. Each group was led by two facilitators who moderated the
discussion on one of the four key areas of integrated water resources management (IWRM) ("Enabling
Environment’, ’Institutions and Participation’, "Management Instruments’ and ‘Financing’). The groups
circulated between the virtual rooms, with four groups of facilitators addressing all four topics. A final
discussion with all participants followed at the end of the workshop. The aim of the workshop was to
discuss the state of integrated water resources management in Slovenia at the local level in a single key
area and to find out where are the shortcomings and what solutions are possible. Therefore, we did not
quantify the single issue.

The need for support in integration between sectors, institutions and the professional public in water
management (horizontal and vertical integration) was highlighted in all four key areas of IWRM (’Enabling
Environment’, ’Institutions and Participation’, ’"Management Instruments’ and ‘Financing’). It was pointed
out that strengthening of systemic cooperation between experts from different sciences and different
sectors at both local and national levels would be welcome, which could be a connecting web portal
(network of experts and organizations in the field of water at all levels) or some kind of Water Participatory
Platform. On the other hand, the lack of systemic cooperation is not an obstacle, as coordinated bottom-up
integration can be more effective, where initiatives at the local level are presented to the national level.
GWP Slovenia could play an important role as an independent network to bring together Slovenian
stakeholders in selected fields of activity, as well as to connect the local community with state institutions
by cultivating a culture of cooperation (education and information; collecting and presenting good
practices; examples of detailed (local) water management plans).

All workshop participants expressed the need for such interactive participatory workshops on integrated
water resources management. GWP Slovenia can play an important role here and has therefore set itself
the goal of organizing an annual workshop on integrated water resources management or on individual

topics.
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Table 1. Overview of indicator components and thew interknkages
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